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TÜBA and The Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences
in Asia (AASSA) – with the contributions of the Inter Academy
Partnership (IAP) – organized AASSA General Assembly Meeting and
the International Symposium on “Refugees and Migrants: A Global
Problem or an Asset” in Ankara, 20-23 October 2016.

A new Executive Committee was elected in the GA meeting and some
amendments to the Constitution have been agreed. The new AASSA
Executive Committee is composed of Yoo Hang Kim (president),
Krishan Lal (immediate past president), Hairul Anuar bin Abdullah
(vice president), Jinghai Li (vice president), Zabta Khan Shinwari
(treasurer), and members at large Mohammad Reza Shams Ardekani,
Yuri Khulcin, Takashi Onishi, Cheryl E. Praeger.

Deputy Minister for Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Hasan Ali
Çelik: “The Candles of Asia Burn Again.”
Deputy Minister for Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Hasan Ali
Çelik said Asian society had given direction to science and humanity
for thousands of years and added the inventions and science flowed
from the East to West as a river. He expressed the direction of science
shifted to West and North in the last few years. However, he
underlined the candles of Asia began to burn again.

Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar: “Turkey, hosting the most refugees in the
world, is the most suitable country to speak and solve this issue.”
Prof. Acar, pointing out that the program would last until October 23
and it was an honor for TÜBA to host the AASSA General Assembly
and international symposium, expressed that the science-based
advisory function of academies was an important and priority issue.

AASSA General Assembly Meeting & International Symposium
on “Refugees and Migrants” Held in Ankara

Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology
Deputy Minister Assoc. Prof. Hasan Ali Çelik

AASSA President Prof. Krishan LalTÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar
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Prof. Acar said “Immigration, immigrant and refugee
issues are among the topics of importance and
priority. Today, it is possible to say that the forced
displacement of people can be accepted as a social and
humanity catastrophe. Therefore, AASSA International
Symposium discusses this issue at the correct time.
Turkey that host the most refugees in the world is the
most suitable country to speak and solve this issue.
He also added that the symposium provides a better
understanding of the problem and will contribute to
the fight against this problem.

AASSA President Prof. Krishan Lal congratulated the
TÜBA for the successful meeting organized in a short
time. He said this organization is special because there
is not only a general assembly but also an international
symposium. He also emphasized other cooperation
issues. TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Ahmet Nuri
Yurdusev, introduced the symposium stated that the
immigration and refugees issue is not only a current
issue but also it has a historical aspect. TÜBA Member
Prof. Tayfun Özçelik presentation on “Hereditary Long
Journey of Human Migration” has attracted great
interest.

There were four panels on the issues Migration in
History, Society and Law, Migration and Health Issues,
Syrian Refugees and the Middle East and Migration
and Refugee Policies in Turkey and Europe. After the
panels, the participators of symposium separated two
different working group as (1) Issues and problems of
the migrants and refugees, (2) Migration in human
history and society: Pros and cons and evaluated the
symposium.

The symposium ended with the trip to Konya and
Cappadocia organized by Necmettin Erbakan University.

Prof. Yoo Hang Kim, New AASSA President

Cappadocia trip organized as part of the social program

Konya trip  organized as part of the social program
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General Assembly of Union of National Academies of Sciences of
the Turkic World (UNASTW), founded last year and its 2015-2016
term presidency was carried out by the President of National
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan Academician
Murat Zhurinov, and the scientific meeting on “Academic
Cooperation in Turkic World” commemorating the 90th Year of Baku
Turcology Congress was held in Green Park Hotel Ankara hosted by
TÜBA on October 21, 2016.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar has assumed the presidency 
of UNASTW for 2016-2017
The activities that will be organized in next period and other topics on 
the agenda were discussed and Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar was elected as 

The 2016-2017 Term President at the II. General Assembly of Union of 
Academies of Sciences of the Turkic World, has members as Azerbaijan 
National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Sciences of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, National Academy of Sciences of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, TÜBA, International Turkic Academies (ITA), The Tatarstan 
Academy of Sciences and Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 
Bashkortostan and secretarial services are carried out by ITA.

TÜBA President Prof. Acar, “We Must Strengthen the Academic 
Cooperation in the Turkish World”
In his opening speech of The General Assembly, TÜBA President Prof. Acar 
thanked The 2015-2016 Term President Murat Zhurinov, ITA President 
Darkhan Kydyrali and other academy presidents and representatives. He 

UNASTW General Assembly and Scientific Meeting on 
“Academic Cooperation in Turkic World” 

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar with representatives of UNASTW members
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also said that they have an aim of making academies of other Turkic 
Republics, the autonomous republics and Mongolia and Hungary that 
have relations with the Turkic world as a member of UNASTW.

Prof. Acar expressed that they have a lot of responsibility to the great 
Turkish nation as scientists at the opening of General Assembly of 
Union of Academies of Sciences of the Turkic World, of that he took 
the 2016-2017 Term Presidency. He said that they will strive for the 
development of their union in this context and also added that the 
science academies, scientific institutions, and scientists are in a 
position that they should not cut their relations each other, although 
there are sometimes some tensions and conflicts between countries. 
Both TÜBA and institutions and organizations related to science, 
education and technology in Turkey and other brother countries need 
to assess the cooperation opportunities. He emphasized that he 
especially wants to organize some meetings in order to improve the 
cooperation. He also mentioned that Baku Turcology Congress was 
held in difficult conditions. He commemorated 131 Turkish scientists 
attended the congress with mercy.

The General Assembly also decided to devolve the next term 
presidency to Azerbaijan. The Assembly also agreed to share the new 
publications, support to the exchange of scientist and perform many 
common projects.

The scientific meeting on “Academic Cooperation in Turkic World” 
ended with the presentations of TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Isenbike 
Togan on “Ancient Turkish Inscriptions and Academic Cooperation”, 
TÜBİTAK Head of BİDEB Prof. Mustafa Çufalı on “BIDEB Scholarship 
and Support Programs”, Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences 
Vice-president Prof. İsa Habibbeyli on “Turcology Congress and 
Issues on Scientific and Civil Relations at Turkic World”, Prof. Möhsün 
Nağısosylu on “I. Turcology Congress: Azerbaijan and Turkic World”, 
Academician Mustafa Öner from Ege University on “Baku Turcology 
and Turkic World” and International Turkic Academy Secretary Askhat 
Kessikbayev.

The social programs, including Konya and Cappadocia, was held 
by jointly TÜBA and Necmettin Erbakan University (NEU) with the 
participation of AASSA and UNASTW representatives on 22-23, 
October after the General Assembly and scientific meeting. In this 
context, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, Azerbaijan National 
Academy of Sciences Vice-president Prof. İsa Habibbeyli and NEU 
Rector & TÜBA Council Member Prof. Muzaffer Şeker made speeches 
and gave the awards to the winners by attending the prize ceremony of 
“Social Science Essay Competition” at Konya Science Center.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. İsenbike Togan

Ege University Faculty of Letters Faculty Member Prof. Mustafa Öner

International Turkic Academy Secretary Askhat Kessikbayev

TÜBİTAK BİDEB President Prof. Mustafa Çufalı

Prof. Möhsün Nağısoylu from Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences
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TÜBA 49th General Assembly was held on June 4, 2016 with the 
participations of Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Faruk 
Özlü and TÜBA members and TÜBA 50th General Assembly was held 
on December 10, 2016 with the participations of Deputy Minister of 
Science, Industry and Technology Assoc. Prof. Hasan Ali Çelik and 
TÜBA members at Ankara.

Faruk Özlü, the Minister of Science, Industry and Technology, in his 
keynote speech, underlined that to be able to reach the economic and 
social goals as a country, a transformation based on information and 
focused on technology should be gone through. He said; “We are in the 
position where we have to the focus on the commercialization of the 
information. Our universities and scientists should produce theories, 
but they also should contribute in converting the theory into practice.”
Minister Faruk Özlü on the German Parliamentary acknowledging the 
so-called Armenian genocide: “Scientific thought is not just required for 
scientists. We should apply scientific thinking and scientific methods 
for resolving every kind of problem that we face. Let’s contemplate 

on the claims about this so-called Armenian Genocide. I am sure that 
the results would be much healthier if this subject were discussed 
over actual scientific works of scientists instead of biased political 
positions. We would be in a much stronger position against these 
nonsense claims if we had more scientists who could speak several 
languages. This example proves that how much we need experienced 
scientists in all areas.”

The 49th and 50th General Assemblies of TÜBA Held

Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Faruk Özlü

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Teoman Duralı Montenegro Academy of Sciences and Arts President Prof. Momir 
Djurovic
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Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar: “The Scientific community should act with 
responsibility”
Prof. Acar said that the TÜBA was founded 1993, and it was Turkey’s 
national academy in his opening speech. Prof. Acar mentioned 
that honoring and awarding function is considerably important for 
academies, and 373 junior scientists were awarded Outstanding Junior 
Scientists Award (TÜBA-GEBİP). He said: “Last year was exceptional 
for us after TÜBA awarding programs were included within the body of 
the Presidency. From now on, the Award Ceremonies will be performed 
under the patronage of the Presidency.

Prof. Acar also stated that the Nobel Prize awarded to the TÜBA 
Honorary Member Prof. Aziz Sancar is a source of joy for the Turkish 
scientific scene, all of Turkey and the Turkic world. Acar also stated 
that Sancar’s loyalty to the Turkish nation and state should constitute 
a role model.

Differences are Our Wealth
Prof. Acar said they consider differences as their wealth and said: 
“We have a responsibility to our country, I underline this matter quite 
often. But let’s all consider our differences which are reasons of many 
conflicts as our wealth and let’s become an example to society as 
chosen scientists, as long as those differences do not include those 
well-known matters considered to be criminal.”

After the opening speeches, the TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Teoman 
Duralı delivered a seminar on “Philosophy-Science-Technology,” and 
the President of Montenegro Academy of Science and Arts Prof. Momir 
Djurovic on the “Challenges We Have to Face.” Both scholars were 
presented with a plaque by Minister Özlü.

Prof. Kadriye Arzum Erdem is elected as a Full Member
Considering recognition of her studies at the national and international 
level, the impact of these studies, citations and h-values, Prof. Kadriye 
Arzum Erdem Gürsan who has been a TÜBA Associate Member since 
2007 is nominated as a full member.

After the vote, Prof. Gürsen who genuinely contributed to Pharmacy- 
Analytic Chemistry, trained valuable scientists and has performed 
outstanding services to our countries’ academic development in 
administrative and educational matters is elected to be a full member. TÜBA Full Member Prof. Kadriye Arzum Erdem Gürsan
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Deputy Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Assoc. Prof. 
Hasan Ali Çelik: “Science is the basis of the development.”
Speaking at the opening of the General Assembly, Deputy Minister of 
Science, Industry and Technology Assoc. Prof. Hasan Ali Çelik said that 
the value of humanity and life is science and continued his speech: 
“Science has to deal with every segment of society. It is our obligation 
to expend the effort required in this regard. It is almost impossible to 
say that no developed country has drawn up with anything other than 
science. Science is the basis of the development.”

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar gave detailed explanations 
about the programs, projects and activities carried out by the Academy 
nationally and internationally in 2016 in his opening speech. He gave 
the news that the prepared reports and other publications will be 
published shortly and shared with the public. Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar 
expressed that the Academy Council changed Awards for Best Books 
Authored and Translated Award Program (TEÇEP) to Scientific Books 
Authored Award Program (TESEP). Prof. Acar also underlined the 
necessity of the Academy law and the need for a building.

Prof. Dr. Hayrunnisa Bolay Belen’s 
membership is extended
From Gazi University, Faculty of 
Medicine, Department of Neurology, Prof 
Hayrunnisa Bolay Belen’s membership 
was extended as a result of the vote.

The General Assembly Conference 
entitled “Electricity Energy and 
Renewable Energy Resources: The 
Situation in Our Country” given by TÜBA 
Honorary Member Prof. Sadik Kakaç was 
followed with interest by the members 
of the Academy. TÜBA Associate 
Member Prof. Mehmet Bulut begun his 
speech about TÜBA Honorary Member 

Prof. Halil İnalcık died on July 25 with “İnalcık had a fertile life that 
exceeds a century” and continued his speech by giving information 
about İnalcık’s education and studies.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Namik Kemal Aras made a presentation 
about TÜBA Former President Prof Yücel Kanpolat died in September. 
In his presentation, he gave information about the international 
education, research areas and studies he has undertaken in TÜBA by 
Prof. Kanpolat.

A plaque was presented to Prof. Kadriye Arzum Erdem Gürsan elected 
as Principal Member at the 49th General Assembly by Deputy Minister 
of Science, Industry and Technology Assoc. Prof. Hasan Ali Çelik after 
the speeches about Prof. İnalcık and Prof. Kanpolat.

Deputy Minister of Science, Industry and Te-
chnology Assoc. Prof. Hasan Ali Çelik

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Namik Kemal Aras

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Sadık Kakaç

TÜBA Associate Member Prof. Mehmet Bulut

TÜBA Associate Member 
Prof. Hayrunnisa Bolay Belen

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA Principal Member 
Prof. Kadriye Arzum Erdem Gürsan, Deputy Minister of Science, 
Industry and Technology,  Assoc. Prof. Hasan Ali Çelik 
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TÜBA Council’s Public Statement on the Attempted 
Coup D’état
On 15 July 2016, Turkey experienced a coup d’état attempt by some 
factions within the military forces. The coup failed as a result of 
the resistance by Turkish people together with the government 
and security forces loyal to democracy and civilian government. A 
day after, the civilian government took control of the situation in 
the country and things have now been settled. Although the coup 
was prevented, unfortunately, to this date, 246 people have been 
murdered during the direct attacks upon the civilians, Parliament 
and governmental facilities by coup plotters with heavy armoury 
and air bombardment. Of these 179 are civilians, 62 policemen and 
5 soldiers. About 2500 people have been wounded. Some scientists 
too lost their lives as a result of those attacks. It is now clear that the 
coup was not just an attempt by some factions within the military 
but rather by an organization, which is now identified as “the 
Fethullah Terrorist Organization” in the court cases. It also seems 
clear enough that the said organization has infiltrated into various 
departments of governments including military, police, judiciary, 
universities and as well as many civil society associations.

On 19 July 2019, the Academy Council of TÜBA issued the following 
statement upon the failed coup d’état:

“A coup d’état attempt on 15 July 2016 by some factions within the 
military forces in Turkey failed as a result of the resistance by Turkish 
people together with the government and security forces loyal to 
democracy and civilian government.

Over 200 people, whose overwhelming majority were civilians, have 
been murdered during the direct attacks upon the civilians, Parliament 
and governmental facilities by coup plotters with heavy armoury and 
air bombardment. Some scientists too lost their lives as a result of 
those attacks.

The Academy Council of the Turkish Academy of Sciences strongly 
condemns this coup attempt and sincerely shares the sorrows of the 
families of the deceased and indeed that of the whole Turkish people. 
We firmly confirm that there can be no excuse and no justification 
whatsoever for a coup attempted to overthrow a democratically 
elected government.

The Academy Council calls upon the government that the perpetrators 
of this heinous crime must be found and punished to the fullest extent 
of the law.”
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“G-Science Academies Meeting” Takes Place in Tokyo

Joint Statements of G-Science Academies 2016 
Released

The meeting organized in Japan on February 17-18, 2016 was attended 
by TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Council Member Prof. 
H. Tayfun Özçelik.

In the meeting organized by the Japanese Science Council, “Brain, 
Disaster, and Scientist Development” were discussed, the chairman 
and representatives of science academies in Germany, USA, France, 
England, Italy, Japan, India, Indonesia, South Africa, South Korea, 
Canada, Turkey, and Brazil were in attendance.

Once the text including status determination and action plan 
suggestions on “understanding, developing and protecting global 
brain resources; sustainable disaster management and developing 
the scientists of the future,” and the recommendations for the future 
from participants are compiled in the final form, they will be shared 
with the relevant governments and public. 

The President of TÜBA, Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, handed over the 
Joint Statements of G-Science Academies 2016 on “brain science, 
disaster resilience, and future scientists” which were signed by TÜBA 
in the G-Science Academies Meeting 2016 to the Science, Industry and 
Technology Minister Fikri Işık.

G-Science Academies call for actions on “brain science, disaster 
resilience, and future scientists”
The G-Science Academies Meeting 2016, hosted by the Science Council 

of Japan, was convened on the 18th and 19th of February 2016 in Tokyo/
Japan and was inaugurated by the opening speech of the Japanese 
Science and Technology Policy Minister Shimanji. The science academies 
of the G-20 countries were invited. The presidents and representatives 
of the national science academies of Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, South Africa, Turkey, United 
Kingdom (England), USA as well as Science Academy of Africa attended 
the Meeting. Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, the president of the Turkish 
Academy of Sciences, and Prof. H. Tayfun Özçelik, the member of TÜBA 
Council, represented Turkey in the Meeting.

Three challenges, faced by all countries and regarded as global, regional 
and national issues, were addressed in the G-Science Academies 
Meeting: 1) Understanding, protecting, and developing global 
brain resources, 2) Strengthening disaster resilience is essential to 
sustainable development, and 3) Nurturing future scientists. The final 
texts of the statements on “Brain, Disaster, and Nurturing Scientists” 
which contain situation analysis and proposals for policy and action 
were completed by the contributions of the participating academies 
during and after the Meeting. It was agreed that the statements 
should be handed over the respective governments and released to 
the public by the academies. Some scientific remarks were also made 
various relating issues such as the meaning of open access in science, 
relationship between disasters and migration, and sustainable 
development goals as a result of the fruitful discussions on the three 
topics. These issues were not put on the agenda but left for future 
discussions. In addition, new statements were made in the meeting of 
February, a follow-up to the joint statements recommended toward last 
year’s G7 Summit held in Schloss Elmau (Germany). The participating 
academies recognized that, in each country, steady implementations 
had been made in the fields of “Infectious diseases and antimicrobial 
resistance”, “Neglected tropical diseases”, and “Future of the ocean”, 
and welcomed these developments.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar presents G-Science Academies 2016 
Joint Notifications to Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Fikri Işık
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TÜBA 2016 Academy Prizes Awarded 

TÜBA 2016 Academy Prizes have been awarded to Şerif Mardin, 
Mary-Claire King and Omar M. Yaghi. TÜBA warmly congratulates the 
laureates.

TÜBA Academy Prizes are annually given, in three categories, to 
nominated scientists with original, leading and path-breaking works 
in their fields. Nominations are made by TÜBA members, science 
academies in the world and other science institutions and scientists 
invited as nominators.

Şerif Mardin, of Istanbul City University, received the prize in the 
category of Social Sciences and Humanities in recognition of his works 
in modernity and religion, modernization in Turkey, ideology and 
civil society, centre-periphery and neighbourhood-school relations in 
Turkey.

Mary-Claire King, Professor of Genome Sciences and of Medical 
Genetics at the University of Washington, has been awarded in the 

category of Health and Life Sciences in recognition of her studies in the 
field of breast cancer genetics.

Omar M. Yaghi,  the James and Neeltje Tretter Chair Professor of 
Chemistry at the University of California, Berkeley, has become the 
receiver of the prize in the category of Basic and Engineering Sciences 
in recognition of his works in metal-organic frameworks (MOFs). 

The Academy Prizes comprise an Academy Medal and prize money 
of USD 30.000 for each laureate. The laureates will be awarded their 
prizes by his Excellency President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in a special 
ceremony to be held in the Presidential Palace. 

Speaking on the announcement of TÜBA Academy Prizes, Professor 
Ahmet Cevat Acar, the president of TÜBA, said that the Academy 
Prizes constituted a milestone in the mission of TÜBA and it has 
become an important channel for Turkey to address international 
scientific community.
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2017 Applications for TÜBA-GEBİP and TÜBA-TESEP
Applications for the Award of Outstanding Successful Young Scientists 
Award (GEBİP) and the Scientific Book Authored Award Program 
(TESEP), which started on December 12, 2017, ends on January 30, 2017.

404 young scientists who stand out with their superior scientific 
studies have been awarded within the scope of GEBİP since 2001, and 
186 authored books or translation books in the Turkish language which 
are scientific and for universities have been awarded within the scope 
of TEÇEP since 2008. The program named as Awards for Best Books 
Authored and Translated (TEÇEP) has been changed to TESEP, at 
which only authored books will be awarded from this year.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar stated that: “The promotion 
of successful scientists and qualified scientific works is of great 
importance for the scientific and global development of Turkey. TÜBA-
GEBİP that aims to reward and promoting the outstanding young 
scientists and TÜBA-TEÇEP that aims to encourage the production of 
qualified Turkish scientific works are two of the most respected awards 
in our country. The TÜBA Awards, given at the end of an objective and 
meticulous evaluation process according to the scientific merit, show a 
supporting and enhancing effect on the Turkish scientific studies and 
Turkish publications. The achievements and awards of TÜBA Awards 
Winners at national and international level show the success of the 

programs and make us all happy. I would like to point out that the 
increase in applications for awards and the supports and incentives 
of university administrators will contribute to the increase in the 
effectiveness and usefulness of the awards. I would like to thank 
scientific community for their interest and support to awards.”

The GEBİP Award Winners are paid 20.000 TL for each year for three 
years. Also, the active GEBİP winner is supported up to 6.000 TL for 
doctoral students for using in the thesis phase and up to 4.500 TL for 
the national and international scientific meetings for three years. For 
the next five years after the first three years, TL for $1.500 for Europe 
countries and TL for $2.000 for non-European countries are given as 
support for participating scientific conferences and events. 20.000 TL 
as a monetary award for authored books and 7.000 TL as an honorable 
mention award are provided within the scope of TESEP.

More information
For GEBIP: http://www.tuba.gov.tr/content/ustun-basarili-
genc-bilim-insanlarini-odullendirme-programi-gebip/id/1354/
mid/90mid/238/

For TESEP: http://www.tuba.gov.tr/content/tuba-bilimsel-telif-ve-
ceviri-eser-odulleri-programi-tecep/id/1355/mid/90mid/240/

www.tuba.gov.tr www.facebook.com/turkiyebilimlerakademisi twitter.com/TUBA_TurkBlmAkd

TÜBA Full Member Prof. Gülan Represented TÜBA in
GID-EMAN

The General Assembly of the Groupe 
Interacadémique Pour Le Développement Euro-
Mediterranean Area GID-EMAN was held in 
Marseille, France on September 28, 2016.

Representing TÜBA, Principal member Prof. 
Gülan attended the meeting. As a result of the 
elections in the meeting, Prof. Pavao Rudan 
from Croatian Academy of Sciences was elected 
to the Presidency of EMAN and Prof. Yohanan 
Friedmann from Israel Academy of Sciences, 
Prof. Yehia Zaky from Egypt Academy of 
Sciences and Prof. Artur Anselmo de Oliveira 
Soares from Lisbon Academy of Sciences were 
elected as board members.

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Aydın Gülan
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Winners of TÜBA’s GEBİP and TEÇEP Awards Announced 
TÜBA’s 2016 Outstanding Young Scientists Awards (TÜBA-GEBİP) and 
Best Authored and Translated Books Awards (TÜBA-TEÇEP) were granted.

105 applications were received for the 2016 GEBİP program in 
the fields of natural sciences, engineering sciences, health 
sciences and social sciences, and 31 scientists, named 
below, were granted awards. Award winners will receive 
an annual grant of 20 thousand Turkish liras for 3 
years, and doctoral students in the process of writing 
their dissertations will receive an additional grant 
of 6 thousand liras.

146 applications were received for TÜBA’s 
2016 TÜBA-TEÇEP Awards in the fields of 
natural sciences, engineering sciences, health 
sciences and social sciences, and 2 works in 
engineering and social sciences were granted 
the “Best Authored and Translated Books” 
award, with honorable mentions for 4 works.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar 
said TÜBA Award ceremonies have been 
sponsored by the President’s Office from 2015 
onwards, an important development for the 
Academy and the scientific community, and 
thanked President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan for his 
sponsorship and support. Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar 
said the number of outstanding young scientists 
awarded by TÜBA reached 404 with the 2016 awards 
and added that the awards programs of the Academy 
were important for encouraging scientists and the 

Academy would continue offering and expanding the 
awards.

“TÜBA’s GEBİP and TEÇEP awards, which are among 
the most distinguished awards in Turkey in their 
respective fields, will be presented to winners 
in a ceremony sponsored by the President’s 
Office, together with Academy Prizes to be 
announced over the coming days. Applications 
for TÜBA’s 2017 GEBİP and TEÇEP awards will 
be invited soon,” Acar said.

TÜBA’s GEBİP awards are granted on an annual basis to young scientists 
who work in Turkey and who are distinguished by their outstanding 
work, to support their research, help them assemble research teams, 
and encourage young scientists to conduct their outstanding research 
in Turkey.

TÜBA’s TEÇEP Awards are granted on an annual basis to encourage 
the writing of college-level books with international standards in the 
Turkish language, and clear, understandable and quality translation of 
best works in other languages from all fields into Turkish.
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“Aziz Sancar Conference” from TÜBA and Bilkent University 

TÜBA Vice President Prof. Dr. A. Nuri Yurdusev Elected as 
Fellow of the World Academy of Art and Science 

The TÜBA Honorary member Nobel laureate Prof. Aziz Sancar’s 
conference entitled “Mechanistic Basis of DNA Repair” was held on 
May 18, 2016 at the Concert Hall of Bilkent University’s Fine Arts 
Faculty, organized by TÜBA and Bilkent University.

Gwen Sancar, Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar the President of TÜBA, Prof. 
Abdullah Atalar a full member of TÜBA and the chancellor of Bilkent 
University, other university chancellors, members of TÜBA along with 
successful students, teachers and academics from various provinces 

attended the conference.

A thousand-strong audience, among which students from various 
science-oriented high schools and foreign language high schools, 
university students from different universities, chancellors, deans, 
scientists, teachers, the press and TÜBA members listened to the 
2015 Nobel Prize Winner Prof. Sancar who defined the nucleotide 
excision repair and the mechanism of the biological clock as a result 
of his scientific studies started with photolyase enzyme.

The elections of the World Academy 
of Art and Science (WAAS), 
which began on 4 July 2016, were 
completed on 30 October 2016. 
TUBA member and vice president 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev was elected as 
a Fellow of the Academy.

Yurdusev, who is a professor of 
International Relations at the 
Middle East Technical University and 
an expert on the theory and history 
of international relations, has been 

the first TUBA member elected to 
the WAAS. Speaking on his election 
as a Fellow of the WAAS, Professor 
Yurdusev said that he was honoured 
and humbled to be part of an 
academy that grew upon the efforts 
of prominent post-war scientists 
including Albert Einstein and 
whose founding members included 
mathematician-philosopher Earl 
Bertrand Russell and the historian 
of science and civilisation Joseph 
Needham.

TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Yurdusev Attended in Regional 
Workshop “The Role of Science Academies in Sustainable 
Development” 
Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, the representative 
of the TÜBA, attended in Regional Workshop 
“The Role of Science Academies in Sustainable 
Development” held in Tagaytay City, Philippines 
on 28-29 September 2016 by The Association 
of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia 
(AASSA) and Philippine National Academy of 
Science and Technology (NAST PHL).

In the workshop, the sustainable development 
issue was discussed in various dimensions and then 
the Workshop Declaration drafted by Resolutions 
Committee, where Prof. Yurdusev also took part in 
was accepted by participants. At the closing session 
of the workshop, the declaration was presented 
to Philippine Science and Technology Minister 
Fortunato T. Dela Pena by TÜBA Vice-President 
Prof. Yurdusev.

Prof. Aziz Sancar

www.tuba.gov.tr www.facebook.com/turkiyebilimlerakademisi twitter.com/TUBA_TurkBlmAkd
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3rd TÜBA International Stem Cell Course is Held 

The 3rd International Stem Cell Course themed 
“Innovative Cellular Treatment of Hematological 
Oncology,” organized by TÜBA and also supported 
by TİKA, took place in Antalya on May 19-22 
with the participation of 102 domestic and 
international scientists selected among those 
previously applied.

Attended by selected participants from 33 
institutions including universities and stem 
cell centers in Turkey and 11 countries including 
Turkic countries, regional countries, Jordan, 
Ukraine, Nepal and Moldova; the course aimed at 
updating knowledge of scholars, PhD candidates, 
biologists and technicians in Middle Asian Turkic 
societies, kin and neighboring societies; as well 
as promotion of the Turkish scientific society by 
putting new developments into application.

Course, which is organized by TÜBA Stem Cell 
Work Group and lasted 2 days, included trainings 
on “Biology of Stem Cell, Stem Cell practice 
from lab to the patient, collecting, counting and 
freezing, processing, keeping, recycling, coding, 
moving and infusing stem cells” along with the 
Practical Imposition Course.

TÜBA Council Members Prof. Keleştemur And Prof. Şeker 
Represented TÜBA in IAMP
IAMP (Inter Academy Medical Panel) General Assembly and the International 
Symposium on “Biomedical Research” were held in Beijing on September 
26-29, 2016.

TÜBA Council Members Prof. Fahrettin Keleştemur and Prof. Muzaffer 
Şeker also attended the meeting on behalf of TÜBA.

TÜBA Council Member
Prof. Muzaffer Şeker

TÜBA Council Member
Prof. Fahrettin Keleştemur

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar
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TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Yurdusev Attended “I. H. R. 
Network Meeting” 

The 12th meeting organized by the the International Human Rights 
Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies - I. H. R. Network 

every two years was held on 5-8 October 2016 in Panama City with 
the attendance of TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev. At 
the meeting, issues of human rights issues of scientists and scientists’ 
contributions to human rights were discussed extensively throughout 
the world. Prof. Yurdusev presented a paper entitled “Freedom of 
Speech, Scientific Excellence and Responsibilities of Scientists: The 
Turkish Case” and pointed out that freedom of expression is one of the 
most fundamental human rights and that it is important to protect 
it legally. Prof. Yurdusev emphasized that freedom of expression 
can be said to be universal as a value and showed that the legal 
guardianship changed in practice through examples of America and 
Europe. Yurdusev also provided information on human rights issues in 
the Turkish science community.

It is decided that the next meeting will be held in Seoul, the capital of 
South Korea in 2018.

ANUBiH Celebrated the 65th Year

TÜBA President Professor Ahmet Cevat Acar joint the celebrations of 
65th Year of the Establishment of the Academy of Sciences and Arts 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina (ANUBiH) and the 50th Year of The Issue of 
The Academy Law organized in Sarajevo on October, 27-28.

The Minister of Social Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina Adil 
Osmanovic, Former Bosnian Presidential Council President Eyup 
Ganic, Members of the Academy, Rector of the University of Sarajevo, 
diplomatic mission representatives, TÜBA President Professor Acar, 
the presidents and representatives of National Science Academies of 
Germany, Croatia, Montenegro, Macedonia, Slovenia also participated 
to the celebrations.

Professor Acar, spoke at the ceremony in Sarajevo City Hall, said 
that Turkey and Bosnia&Herzegovina are two friendly countries with 
common backgrounds and values and the scientific relations and 
business cooperation between academies of both countries should 
be developed as it is in other fields. Acar stated that they are always 
open to the development of relations and business union under the 
cooperation agreement signed between TÜBA and ANUBiH two years 
ago.

ANUBiH President Milos Trifkovic, speaking at the meeting held 
under the auspices of Bosnian Herzegovina Presidency President Bakir 

Izzetbegovic, stressed that the Bosnian Herzegovina government 
fully supports the implementation of the mission of the Academy 
and in this context also fully supports the field of arts and culture as 
the scientific field. Trifkovic also said “Our Academy has fulfilled its 
mission with full responsibility for the past 65 years and will continue 
to bring it thereafter. Despite all conditions, we have always been 
successful in the relationship between academia and science within 
our possibilities.”

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and ANUBiH 
President Prof. Milos Trifkovic
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TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Vice President Prof. Dr. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev participated in the expedition and field seminar 
“Historical Riches of the Nomads of Great Plains: From Tian Shan to 
Otukan” held in Mongolia, at the invitation of the International Turkic 
Academy (ITA). 

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Vice President Prof. Dr. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev participated in the expedition and field seminar 
“Historical Riches of the Nomads of Great Plains: From Tian Shan to 
Otukan” held in Mongolia, at the invitation of the International Turkic 
Academy (ITA). 

Participants, who met in Ulaanbaatar, included prominent Turcologists 
and archaeologists, academy members and directors of international 
organizations from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, 
Mongolia and Russia, as well as representatives of local and 
international press.

After meetings and cultural programs held in Ulaanbaatar, the capital, 
participants went to Shveet Ulaan Collection of Monuments where 
archaeological expedition took place.

New finds discovered by archaeologists during the two years of 
excavations carried out in the excavation site, where monuments by 
ancients Turks are found, were presented in detail in the 2nd Field 
Seminar by Turkish and Mongolian Archaeologists titled “Nomads of 
Great Plains: Historical and Cultural Adaptation”, held on August 24 
within the framework the ITA’s project.

Khoshoo Tsaidam Museum on the Göktürk period was founded in 
2008 in Khashaat district of the province of Arkhangai, within the 
framework of the project Turkish Monuments in Mongolia (MOTAP) 
run by the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TİKA). 
Bilge Khagan Highway between the Khoshoo Tsaidam Museum and 
Kharkhorin district of the province of Övörkhangai was built with a 
grant from the government of the Republic of Turkey.

An agreement was signed between TİKA and the Directorship of the 
Khoshoo Tsaidam Museum concerning the Khoshoo Tsaidam Museum 
Support Project. As part of this project, Bilge Khagan Highway and 
museum signs, which were damaged by the harsh climate and winds, 
were renewed. A fully furnished Mongolian tent with six walls was 
donated to the Khoshoo Tsaidam Museum to present Mongolian 
customs and traditions to foreign visitors and tourists, and a 40-ton 
container to store the Museum’s tents and equipment. Steps were 
taken to present Göktürk historical and cultural heritage in Mongolia 
to the world, and to improve the capacity of the Museum.

The opening ceremony was attended by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. 
Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA Vice President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, 
TİKA Vice President Mehmet Süreyya Er, TİKA Ulaanbaatar Program 
Coordinator Veysel Çiftci, President of Turkish Historical Society Prof. 
Dr. Refik Turan, President of International Turkish Academy Prof. 
Dr. Darhan Kıdırali, Khoshoo Tsaidam Museum Director Narangerel 
Turhuu, representatives from Erdene Zuu and Kharkhorin museums, 
and members of the press. 

Expedition by ITA: “Historical Riches of the Nomads of 
Great Plains: From Tian Shan to Otukan” 

Honorary Member of TÜBA, Prof. Halil İnalcık passed away
Professor İnalcık known as Patriarch of Historians passed away at hospital 
where he was being treated on 25th July.

Two ceremonies were held at both Bilkent and Ankara Universities for 
100-year-old, Professor İnalcık on 27th July 2016 in Ankara and the funeral 
was buried at Fatih Mosque Cemetery after the funeral prayer at İstanbul 
Fatih Mosque on 28th July 2016.
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The first books of TÜBA project “Turkish-Islamic 
Scientific and Cultural Heritage” launched

A meeting was held on August 31, 2016 to introduce TÜBA’s 
Turkish-Islamic Scientific and Cultural Heritage Project (TİBKM) and 
books published by this project, Bursalı Mehmed Tahir’s “Osmanlı 
Müellifleri” (“Ottoman Authors”) and Ebheri’s “İsaguci Mantığa Giriş” 
(“Isagoge Introduction to Logic”), with the participation of Faruk 
Özlü, Minister of Science, Industry and Technology.

In the meeting attended by TÜBA Council members and scholars 
from various fields, in addition to Minister Faruk Özlü, President of 
the Council of Higher Education (YÖK) Prof.    Yekta Saraç, TÜBA 
President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, and TÜBA Council member Prof. 
Hüseyin Sarıoğlu addressed the participants.

We will keep publishing other works as part of the project
Minister Özlü said the Turkish-Islamic Cultural Works Project aimed 
to bring 100 works written in Arabic, Persian and various dialects 
of Turkish to the attention of the scientific community and added, 
“Today, we are sharing two invaluable works published by the 
project. One of these is ‘Ottoman Authors’, prepared for publication 
by YÖK President Prof. Yekta Saraç. This book, written by Bursalı 
Mehmed Tahir in the final years of the Ottoman Empire, constitutes 
a very comprehensive bibliography. The another book we published 
is ‘Isagoge Introduction to Logic’ by Ebheri. Prepared for publication 
by Prof. Hüseyin Sarıoğlu, this book is important in that it was 
taught as an introduction to logic in medreses for a very long time. 
We have started with these two books, and God willing, we will keep 
publishing the other works one by one.”

Prof. Acar, on the other hand, said the project was important 
in that it signified Turkey’s making pace with its own cultural 

heritage, and added, “Of the books published, ‘Ottoman Authors’, 
was edited by TÜBA principal member Yekta Saraç, and the other, 
‘Isagoge Introduction to Logic’ was edited by TÜBA Council member 
Prof. Hüseyin Sarıoğlu. We are planning to publish 10 more works 
this year. The Turkish-Islamic Scientific and Cultural Heritage Project, 
which aims to publish 100 works from history, medicine, geography 
and other fields, is funded by the Ministry of Development. Turkish 
Academy of Sciences undertook an important task by protecting 
our cultural heritage, and I think the project is important for 
Academy’s mission of promoting a scientific outlook. I believe this 
humble project will improve our self-confidence by helping develop a 
healthier attitude towards our history and our past, and contribute to 
our scientific and overall development.”

TÜBA Principal Member and TİBKM Project Publication  Executive Committee Member 
Prof. Huseyin Sarıoğlu, TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Yasin Aktay, TÜBA Principal Mem-
ber and YÖK President Prof. M. Yekta Saraç, Minister of Science, Industry and Technology 
Dr. Faruk Özlü, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, Atatürk Culture, Language and 
History Supreme Council President and TİBKM Project Publication  Executive Committee 
Member Prof. Derya Örs, TÜBA Vice President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev

Minister for Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Faruk Özlü

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar
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TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Yurdusev Attended ICSU 
and ISSC Meetings
Representing TÜBA, Vice-President Prof. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev attended the meetings of 
the International Council for Science (ICSU) and 
the International Social Science Council (ISSC) 
held in Oslo, Norway, on October 24-25, 2016.

ICSU and ISSC members gathered at a joint 
meeting on October 24th, Monday to discuss 
the integration of the strengths of both 
scientific institutions under a single roof. 
Following the negotiations, an agreement 
was reached in principle for the union of ICSU 
and ISSC. Speaking on behalf of TÜBA at the 
meetings Prof. Nuri Yurdusev paid attention 

to the importance of observing the unique 
characteristics of social sciences in the global 
organizations of science institutions about the 
union of ICSU and ISSC. He stressed the need 
to monitor the past experiences of the ISSC 
and ICSU and to reflect the institutionalized 
activities of both institutions. On Tuesday, 
October 25, the 30th General Assembly of the 
ISSC was held. After the assembly, the Norway 
Launch of ISSC World Social Science Report 
2016 was made. The Year 2016 Report of World 
Social Science Reports, prepared every three 
years by ISSC, covers the theme of “global 
inequalities and the quest for justice”.

TÜBA-GEBİP Annual Evaluation Meeting Held at 
Kastamonu University

The visit by Ambassador Yunsoo Cho of the Republic of Korea

TÜBA-GEBİP Annual Evaluation Meeting, which aims to improve 
relations and cooperation between scientists and scientific institutions 
by providing a forum where studies by outstanding young scientists 
awarded the TÜBA Awards for Outstanding Young Scientists (TÜBA-
GEBİP) are presented and evaluated, was hosted by Kastamonu 
University this year, on October 14-16.

The opening ceremony for the Annual Evaluation Meeting, held in 
Ahmed Yesevi Conference Hall of Kastamonu University, was attended 
by Kastamonu Governor Mesut Yıldırım, Kastamonu Mayor Tahsin 
Babaş, Kastamonu University Rector Prof. Seyit Aydın, Taşköprü Mayor 
Hüseyin Arslan, Daday Mayor Hasan Fehmi Taş, TÜBA President Prof. 

Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA members, recipients of 
TÜBA GEBİP Awards, academicians and students.

Following the opening ceremony, TÜBA Honorary 
Member Prof. Ahmet Yaşar Ocak and Sabancı 
University Faculty Member Prof. Halil Berktay 
gave conferences titled “Fuad Köprülü: the 
Founder of Turkish Religious and Sufi History” 
and “Fuad Köprülü: an Unfinished Project”, 
respectively.

On the second day of the evaluation meeting, 
recipients of GEBİP awards presented and discussed their projects 
and works in Natural Sciences, Life and Health Sciences, Engineering 
Sciences and Social Sciences in four parallel sessions before audiences 
consisting of Academy members and other GEBİP Awards recipients. 
The meeting, which was open to the participation of all scientists, was 
attended by a large number of academics and students.

In the General Evaluation Meeting held at the end of the second day, 
Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar said preliminary evaluation for 2016 GEBİP 
awards applications was completed, and 2016 GEBİP awards recipients 
would be announced and new applications for the next awards would 
be invited in the coming days.

South Korean Ankara Ambassador Yunsoo Cho visited TÜBA 
President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar on November 15, 2016 in his office.

The 60th anniversary of the founding of Korea-Turkey relations and 
the activities to be held in 2017 were discussed in this meeting and 
the Vice President of TÜBA Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev also took 
part in.

TÜBA Vice President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, South Korean Ankara 
Ambassador Yunsoo Cho, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar
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The Workshop on “Economic Welfare Through Research and 
Development on Natural Products” took Place in Nepal 
The International workshop titled “The 
Workshop on Economic Welfare through 
Research and Development on Natural 
Products”, organized through the cooperation 
of The Association of Academies and Societies 
of Sciences in Asia-AASSA and Nepal 
Academy of Science and Technology-NAST, 
and the support of Global Network of Science 
Academies-IAP in Nepal on March 29-31 was 
attended by AASSA Chairman and IAP Co-
Chairman Prof. Krishan Lal, TÜBA Chairman 
Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA Honorary 
Member and AASSA Deputy Chairman Prof. 
Namık Kemal Aras, TÜBA Deputy Chairman 
Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev and TÜBA Principal 
Member Prof. Kazım Şahin as well as scientists 
from other member academies.

In TÜBA Deputy Chairman Prof. Yurdusev’s paper entitled “The Role 
of Science and Scientists in the Economic Development: The Example 
of Turkey,” he explained that “economic development depends on 
the three main elements of natural resources; human resources and 
technology, and that scientists and institutions are determinants in 
the element of technology” in the example of Turkey.

In the presentation by Prof. Şahin, entitled “The Molecular Mechanism 
of Phytochemicals in the Prevention of Chronic Diseases”, in which 
he shared results of the work done by his team on animal models; he 
underlined the general and cellular effects of phytochemicals, especially 
on renal, colorectal and ovarian cancer types, and emphasized that 
detailed clinical studies are needed on phytochemicals in particular.

At the Workshop attended by scientists concerned with herbal products 
used especially in preventive medicine from many different countries 
like Turkey, Nepal, South Korea, Japan, India, China, Bangladesh, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Russia, Armenia, Georgia, the 
Philippines, Germany, Hungary, Indonesia and Pakistan; presentations 
were given on the use of herbal products in medicine. As a result of the 
presentations in Nepal, where a majority of the herbal products used 
throughout the world in medicine are produced, the fact that many 
more studies are needed in this field was underlined.

A Cooperation Agreement was signed between TÜBA and NAST 
A “Scientific Cooperation Agreement” was signed between TÜBA and 
the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology-NAST on March 31, 
2016 in Nepal’s capital Katmandu.

The agreement signed by TÜBA Chairman Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar 
and NAST Deputy Chairman Prof. Jiba Raj Pokharel stipulates that 
cooperation is established between the two academies to organize 
scientific meetings, symposiums, conferences and workshops as well 
as exchanges of scientists and publications. 

In the statement by TÜBA Chairman Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar on the subject, 
he pointed out that one of TÜBA’s important functions is to establish and 
develop international scientific relations and cooperation, and added; “In 
the framework of this function that TÜBA serves in the nature of scientific 
diplomacy, the number of academies we have cooperation established 
with has exceeded 30 and the number of “inter-academy organizations” 
to which we are a member has reached 12. We hope that this agreement 
with NAST will provide important contributions to the cooperation and 
relations in scientific and other fields between the two countries”.

The signing ceremony was attended by TÜBA Deputy Chairman Prof. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, Prof. Namık Kemal Aras and Prof. Kazım Şahin 
and NAST General Secretary Dr. Buddhi Ratna Khadge.

The Turkmenistan Academy of Sciences Visited TÜBA
Turkmenistan Academy of Sciences Chairman Prof. Gurban Murat Mezilov 
and accompanying delegation visited TÜBA on December 17. The delegation 
met with TÜBA Assistant Chairman Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev and reviewed 
existing relations.

During the visit, information and views were exchanged on the relations 
between TÜBA and the Türkmenistan Academy of Sciences, discussions 
on developing cooperation and possible joint projects. Professor Yurdusev 
pointed out that tangible programs, especially scientist exchanges between 
the academies, need to be put in place to raise the level of existing 
cooperation.

During the highly productive meetings, intentions were renewed to further 
develop the relations between TÜBA and the Turkmenistan Academy of 
Sciences and conduct joint work. 

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and NAST Deputy Chairman Prof. Jiba Raj Pokharel

TÜBA Vice President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev and Turkmenistan 
Academy of Sciences Chairman Prof. Gurban Murat Mezilov
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“The Great Steppe” Social Science Forum and Board Meeting 
of TWESCO is held in Astana

“The Great International Steppe: Social Science Forum” organized by 
the Turkish International Academy (Turkic World Educational and 
Scientific Cooperation Organization-TWESCO), Atatürk High Institution 
of Culture, Language and History, and the first Presidential Library of 
Kazakhstan, also supported by TÜBA, Turkish Language Association 
and Turkish Historical Society was held on May 23-24 in Kazakhstan’s 
capital Astana on May 23rd-24th.

Scientists from 20 different countries, the presidents of academies, 
diplomats, and bureaucrats were attended to the forum, held for 
the first time in Kazakhstan. The initial aim of the Forum, which was 

organized for Turkic Language Day within the scope of independence 
of Turkic Speaking Countries’ 25th year anniversary was to investigate 
the contributions and the role of cultural values of the Turkic world 
to the development of humanity, but also to examine the tendencies, 
which contribute to new research orientations related to Turkic 
World. Scientific results obtained from fundamental studies about 
“Contemporary Turkology” and experiences were shared, along with 
exchanging ideas, daily matters were discussed and options related to 
collaborative work were evaluated. Also, the Turkic World Universities’ 
Agreement was signed at the Forum.

The 2016 IAP General Assembly and International 
Conference Took Place in South Africa 
TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Vice President Prof. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev participated in the 2016 General Assembly 
and international conference entitled “Science Advice” of the Inter-
Academies Partnership (IAP), to which TÜBA is a member, on February 
28 – March 2, 2016 in Hermanus, South Africa.

The IAP co-chair and Board of Director member elections were also 
held at the General Assembly. The elections resulted in the 2016-
2018 term co-chairs being Prof. Van der Meulen (Germany) elected 
for the second time and Prof. Krishan Lal (India/AASSA Chairman). 
For Board memberships; Austria, Brazil, South Korea, Italy, Japan, 
England, South Africa, Cuba, Iran, Canada, Chile National Science 
Academies and the African Academy of Sciences were elected from 
the “industrialized and developing countries” contingent.

The international IAP conference on the subject of “Science Advice” 
took a look at the advice function of science academies from different 
aspects. The conference also included such subjects as the IAP 
strategy plan, IAP’s new structure, and issues concerning the “Global 
Young Academy”.

Atatürk Culture, Language and History Supreme Council President Prof. 
Derya Örs and TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar
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‘The Beçin Treasure’ Published 
TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar told 
that the Beçin Treasure was the biggest 
coin findings in the scientific archaeological 
excavations in Turkey, and the greatest 
Ottoman treasure in the world. ‘The Beçin 
Treasure’ book was published in German by 
the Austrian Academy of Sciences and it was 
published by TÜBA in Turkish consisting of 2 
volume books and an index CD.

Prof. Acar reminded that the treasure 
consisting of the coins belonging to the 
Ottoman, Islamic and European states were 
found in Beçin Castle in Muğla in 2000 and 
that some of these coins were in blocks 
adhered to each other as a result of a fire.

Prof. Acar told that within the framework 
of the mutual partnership signed between 
TÜBA and the Austrian Academy of Sciences 
in 2001, a research team was set up by experts 
from several institutions such as the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences Department of Ancient 
Culture History and Numismatics Commission, 
Ege University Department of Art History, the 
Austrian Archaeology Institute, Vienna Art 
History Museum, Scientific and Technological 
Research Council of Turkey (TÜBITAK), 
Vienna Fine Arts Academy and the cleaning, 
conversation, licensing and classification 
studies were launched under the supervision 
of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

Prof. Acar drew attention to the fact that 
research on the coins belonging to several 
countries such as Austria, Mexico, Spain, 
Germany, France, Italy, England, Russia, 
and Poland revealed out new data, and new 

information about the Ottoman-European 
economic relations until the beginning of 
16th-17th centuries and the history of money 
is acquired. Prof. Acar emphasized that; 
besides the numismatic (science discipline 
studying metal money, coins and medals) 
study of the coins, the archives of the period 
were also studied and as a result of the joint 
project made with TÜBA in 2010, “The Beçin 
Treasure” was published in German by the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences was also 
published by TÜBA in Turkish as 2 volumes of 
books and an index CD consisting of catalogue 
information. Acar stated that Suzan Tammer 
and Atılım University Faculty Member Prof. 
Şule Pfeiiffer-Taş, who also edited the work, 
translated the book from German to Turkish, 
and he thanked the local and foreign editors 
who had contributed to the preparation of 
the book, and to the other authors who had 
contributed to the book with their articles.

“The Book is a milestone for the Ottoman 
history”
Prof. Acar emphasized the significance of “The 
Beçin Treasure” book regarding the Ottoman 
coin and money history and he stated; “Most of 
the Beçin Treasure found in Milas Beçin Castle 
excavations performed under the chairmanship 
of Prof. Rahmi Hüseyin Ünal consists of 48 
thousand 848 Ottoman and 848 European 
coins belonging to the second half of the 16th 
Century and the beginning of the 17th century, 
particularly to the periods of Murad III, Mehmed 
III and Ahmed I. It is the greatest coin treasure 
found in scientific archaeological excavations 
in Turkey, and also it is the biggest Ottoman 
treasure in the world.

Prof. Acar underlined the fact the work was 
a significant source of reference for the 
Ottoman numismatics and coining (metal 
coin issuing process in the past) researches. 
He added that archaeometry investigations 
were made on the Ottoman and European 
coins within the framework of the study and 
the ratio of silver in coins were identified, also 
new information on coining techniques was 
obtained.

Laying emphasis on the new perspective 
acquired on the Ottoman monetary policy 
with the research, Prof. Acar said; “The Beçin 
Treasure book is a milestone for the Ottoman 
coin and money history. It is a valuable work 
as it shows how much the study of a fully 
conserved treasure found in a scientific 
excavation through inter-disciplinary, 
contemporary scientific methods could 
contribute to the collection of prominent 
results.”

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Kemal Haşim Karpat Among the 
Recipients of “Presidential Culture and Arts Grand Awards” 
Presidential Culture and Arts Grand Awards, given on October 29 
every year, were granted. Recipients of the 2016 Awards are TÜBA 
Honorary Member Prof. Kemal Haşim Karpat, Mustafa Kutlu, Prof. 
Erol Parlak, Şener Şen, Feridun Özgören and Ord. Prof. Süheyl Ünver.

Presidential Culture and Arts Grand Awards are granted on behalf 
of the Turkish State, as per the “Regulations on Presidential Culture 
and Arts Grand Awards”, to honor and encourage Turkish and foreign 
nationals and organizations that make important contributions 
to Turkish cultural and art life, strive to raise the standards of the 
country’s culture and arts, and are distinguished by their original 
works or service.

Recipients were nominated by the Assessment Board, which 
consisted of Fahri Kasırga, General Secretary of the President’s 
Office, Assoc. Prof. İbrahim Kalın, Assistant General Secretary of 
the President’s Office, Lütfullah Göktaş, Senior Media Advisor to the 
President, H. Hümeyra Şahin, Advisor to the President, Ömer Arısoy, 
Undersecretary of Culture and Tourism, Prof. Şeref Ateş, President 
of Yunus Emre Institute, and writer Alev Alatlı, and approved by 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.

Prof.   Kemal Haşim Karpat was granted the award for his pioneering 
work in historiography and social analysis.
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Kemal Haşim Karpat was granted the 
award, as a distinguished social scientist and historian recognized by 
the global scientific community, for his works published in multiple 
languages, groundbreaking studies in historiography and social 
analysis, particularly those on the history of modernization in Turkey, 
which conducted from the perspective of people or society rather 
than the state, and methodologically pioneering research on the 
periodization of Ottoman history on the basis of land management.
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A Final Farewell to TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. 
György Hazai 
The funeral services for famous Hungarian Turcologist Prof. Gyorgy 
Hazai took place with the attendance of TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet 
Cevat Acar and many scientists from various countries on February 26 
in Budapest, the capital of Hungary.

In the speech by Academy President Prof. Acar, who talked about 
the works of Prof. Hazai in the field of Turcology as a TÜBA Honorary 
Member, his efforts towards improving Hungary-Turkey relations 
and his highly values sincerity, said “The Academic Conference on 
“Turcology’s Problems of Today” that Prof. Hazai presented on June 
14, 2015 at TÜBA’s 47th General Assembly and our visit with him in the 
hospital in November of 2015 were both historically significant events 
for us. We consider the publication of the professor’s three works that 
we are currently working on to be a matter of honor for TÜBA, as well 
as a debt of gratitude to our valued professor. We commemorate our 
valued Professor with the highest respect and offer our condolences to 
his family, friends and the scientific community”.

In addition to the Hazai family, the funeral was attended by 
Ambassador of Turkey in Hungary Şakir Fakılı, MHP Istanbul Deputy 
Prof. Ekmeleddin İhsanoğlu, TÜBA Chairman Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, 
Turkish Language Institute Chairman Prof. Mustafa Kaçalin, Retired 

Ambassador Ender Arat, Azerbaijan Ambassador to Hungary Adalet 
Guliyev, Prof. Andres Tietze’s daughter Filiz Tietze, and many scientists 
and embassy representatives from Turkey, Hungary, Austria, Germany, 
Cyprus and other countries.

The “TÜBA Session” at the XIII. National Histology and 
Embryology Conference

The XIII. National Histology and Embryology Conference hosted 
by the Ege University Medical Faculty Histology and Embryology 
Department, organized with the cooperation of the Turkish Histology 
and Embryology Association and provided with scientific support by 
TÜBA, took place at the Çeşme Ilıca Hotel on April30-May3, 2016.

14 international and 16 national guest speakers, each expert in their 
own field and from the leading centers of the world as well as 450 
scientists participated in the conference. During the TÜBA Session, 

in which “Stem cell work 
in Turkey” was discussed 
by the TÜBA Stem Cell 
Study Group Members, 
Prof. Gülperi Öktem 
provided information on 
“Stem cell research and 
postgraduate studies in 
Turkey” while “Clinical 
Stem Cell Applications in 
Turkey” were explained by 
Prof. Taner Demirer. Two 
important clinical studies 
being done in Turkey, 
“Stem Cell Approaches in 
Ischemic Cardiomyopathy” 
was presented by Prof. Alp 
Can “Stem Cell Applications 
in Neuromuscular 
Degenerative Diseases: 

From the Lab to the Clinic” was presented by Prof. Erdal Karaöz.

At the end of the session, recommendations were made to 
standardize stem cell education in universities, increase stem 
cell studies and expand the resources for such studies. During the 
session, in which the positive effects of stem cell applications in 
various diseases were discussed, all agreed that clinical applications 
needed to be supported by new studies. 

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar at the funeral of TÜBA Honor-
ary Member Prof. Hazai
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The ALLEA 2016 General Assembly Held in Vienna

TÜBA Chairman Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Vice Chairman Prof. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev participated in the All European Academies – 
ALLEA General Assembly meeting and symposium titled “Scientific 
Research Freedom” in Austria’s capital Vienna on April 18-19, 2016.

Chairman Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, who presented the Austrian Science 
Academy Chairman Prof. Anton Zeilinger the gift of a CD containing the 
Turkish print of the “Beçin Definesi” (Beçin Treasure) in 2 volumes and 
catalogue information that was also printed in German by the Austrian 
Science Academy, visited the Turkish Ambassador Hasan Göğüş in Vienna 
and the Director of the Vienna Yunus Emre Institute, Mevlüt Bulut.

On April 18, the Austrian Science Academy Chairman Prof. Anton 
Zeilinger, Austrian President Heinz Fischer and ALLEA Chairman 
Günter Stock gave opening speeches for the General Assembly 
Scientific Symposium titled “The Freedom of Scientific Research in the 
Face of Political and Societal Demands.”

At the end of the first symposium session consisting of presentations by 
Imperial College London’s Sir Peter Knight on “Interplay of Freedom of 
Scientific Research and Political Demands,” Munich Ludwig Maximilian 
University’s Julian Nida-Rümelin on “Freedom of Science and Academic 
Education,” Former President of the Austrian Supreme Court of Justice 
Irmgard Griss on “Freedom of Scientific Research from a Legal Point 
of View,” Ecole Normale Supérieure Paris’s Michèle Leduc on “Integrity 
and Responsibility of the Researchers: Ethical Views;” an assessment 
meeting was held under the chairmanship of Günter Stock.

Austrian Science Academy Chairman Prof. Anton Zeilinger took over 
the chairmanship of the program that continued after lunch. The 
session that started with European Research Council-ERC Chairman 
Jean-Pierre Bourguignon’s presentation on “Perspectives of the ERC” 
and continued with Hungarian Science Academy Chairman László 
Lovász’s presentation on “Political Influence, Societal Demands and 
the Expectation of Economic Returns: Threats or Possibilities for 
Research,” concluded with the speeches of Stefan Hornbostel from the 
German Centre for Higher Education Research and Science Studies-
DZHW titled “Under Pressure! Investigating Academic Freedom” and 
Vienna University’s Andre Gingrich titled “Advancing Quality Standards 
in Changing Contexts; The Case Example of German Speaking 
Humanities and Social Sciences” and Jan Veltorop’s “Openness is a 
Scientifically and Societally Relevant Part of a Published Article’s 
Quality.”

After the presentations the panel discussions titled “Autonomy of 
Science Institutions” and “Early Career Researchers in Austria and 
Europe: Freedom is just another word for…” were organized.

After the symposium, the 2016 ALLEA Madame Staël Award Ceremony 
commenced with a concert from the group VioArt Quartett. The 
ceremony, which started with opening speeches by Anton Zeilinger 

and Günter Stock, continued with a short speech by ALLEA Assistant 
Chairman Ed Noort on the works of award recipient Prof.  Rémi Brague 
from the University of Paris and how his work was deserving of the 
award. The award was then presented to Prof.  Rémi Brague by European 
Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, 
Johannes Hahn. After Braque spoke about the importance of receiving 
this award the ceremony was concluded with more music from VioArt 
Quartett.

The issues on the agenda were discussed at the ALLEA General 
Assembly held on April 19, 2016 and the board of directors and new 
member elections were held. Deputy Chairman Prof.  Ahmet Nuri 
Yurdusev’s presentation titled “European Identity and Turkey” received 
great interest during the session in which future issues to be discussed 
by the association were handled. As a result of the elections held during 
the General Assembly, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Finland, Germany, 
Israel, Italy, Holland, Slovakia, Switzerland and England academies 
were elected to the 2016-2018 term ALLEA board of directors. Also, 
the Royal Norwegian Society of Science and Letters and the Learned 
Society of Wales were elected as ALLEA’s new members.

The 2017 General Assembly Meeting was decided to be held in Hungary.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar with T.C. Ambassador of Vienna Hasan Göğüş

TÜBA President Prof. Acar and Vice President Prof. Yurdusev with Director 
of Yunus Emre Institute Vienna Turkish Culture Center Mevlüt Bulut

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar with Austrian Science Academy 
Chairman Prof. Anton Zeilinger
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Workshop on “Difficulties Experienced in Ensuring Water 
Safety to Fulfill the Increasing Need for Food” Held in Pakistan
Organized by the Pakistan 
Academy of Sciences and the Asian 
Academies of Science Association 
in Pakistan on January 19-21, 2016, 
the workshop on “Difficulties 
Experienced in Ensuring Water 
Safety to Fulfill the Increasing 
Need for Food” was attended by 
TÜBA Principle Members Prof. 
Mehmet Emin Aydın and Prof. 
İzzet Öztürk.

Necmettin Erbakan University 
(NEÜ) Vice Rector Prof. Aydın, 

who gave a presentation entitled 
“The Use of Waste Water for 
Irrigation and the Experiences in 
Konya,” explained the results of 
projects and said; “We explained 
the differences between land 
watered with clean water and 
land watered with waste water. 
We gave them the message that 
especially in locations with water 
shortages waste water can be 
used to water farmland after it is 
treated.”.

Gold Medals are Presented to TÜBA Honorary Members 
Prof. Aziz Sancar and Prof. Kemal Karpat by the ITA 

During the award ceremony organized at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York on March 28 by the International Turkish 

Academy (ITA), TÜBA Honorary Member and Nobel Prize Recipient 
Prof. Aziz Sancar, TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Kemal Karpat and 
Edward Allworth were presented with gold medals.

Prof. Sancar, Prof. Karpat, and Prof. Allworth were deemed worthy 
of the gold medal for their contributions towards reinforcing the 
cooperation between the communities to deepen their cultural bonds 
with the scientific work they have conducted on the Silk Road and the 
Central Asian countries the road passes through.

The award ceremony held in the framework of the international 
symposium on “The Synergy on the Silk Road itinerary for the UN 
2030 Agenda” organized by the International Turkish Academy, was 
attended by senior officials from the United Nations Headquarters 
as well as international organization chairs, diplomats and leading 
academics.

Prof. Talantbek Batıraliyev the Health Minister of 
Kyrgyzstan Visited TÜBA 
Prof. Talantbek Batıraliyev the Health Minister of Kyrgyzstan 
and Meder O. Abakırov the Undersecretary of Health Ministry, 
visited Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar at his office on May 17, 2016.

TÜBA Vice President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, Legal 
Adviser Prof. İbrahim Kaya, and Prof. Selami Kılıç, the head 
of International Health Policy of the Turkish Health Ministry 
attended the meeting, aiming a better relationship and 
cooperation.

As a result of the meeting, parties agreed on joint works, 
improving the relationship and cooperation between Turkey 
and Kyrgyzstan.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar with Health Minister of Kyrgyzstan 
Prof. Talantbek Batıraliyev

AASSA New President Prof. Yoo Hang Kim, TÜBA Principal Members Prof.
Mehmet Emin Aydın 

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Aziz Sancar and TÜBA Honorary Member 
Prof. Kemal Karpat
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The TÜBA Committee Visited Science Centers

The 18th and 19th editions of TÜBA-AR and 13th edition of TÜBA-
KED are Now Available to Readers

The TÜBA Committee conducted inspections of the Bursa Science 
and Technology Center, Kocaeli and Konya Science Centers, the 
Municipality of Greater Eskişehir Science Experiment Center and the 
Sabancı Space Center for the purpose of examining science centers in 
Turkey on location and determining their strong and weak aspects. 

The committee comprised of TÜBA Science Education Program Task 
Group and TÜBA Science and Education Policies Task Group Members; 
Prof. Muzaffer Şeker, Prof. Mustafa Safran, Prof. Mustafa Solak, 
Prof. Erol Pehlivan, Prof. Adil Denizli and Gazi University Education 
Faculty Teaching Staff Member Prof. Fatih Taşar and Yıldırım Beyazıt 

University Engineering Faculty Teaching Staff Member Asst. Prof. 
Bekir Gür received information about the establishment, operation, 
goal and financial and administrative problems of the centers. 

The TÜBA Committee meticulously inspected the setup and work 
of each center in order to determine the strong and weak aspects 
of science centers in Turkey. Carrying out inspections to determine 
scientific priorities to raise science and research standards to an 
international level, TÜBA also fulfills its responsibility to advise the 
government by preparing a report on the results of these inspections 
to be submitted to the Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology.

The new editions of the Turkish Academy of Science Archeology 
Journal (TÜBA-AR) and the Turkish Academy of Science – Culture 
Inventory Journal (TÜBA-KED), which are being scanned by the 
National Academic Network and Information Center (ULAKBİM) since 
2013, are now available to readers.

Preparations continue for the 14th edition of TÜBA-KED, for which the 
deadline for sending articles has been set as June 15, to be published 
in the second half of 2016. Work continues on the 20th edition of 

TÜBA-AR to be available to readers in January of 2017.

TÜBA-AR, published since 1998 and TÜBA-KED, published since 
2003, have been available since publication of their first editions on 
the websites of each journal http://tuba-ar.tuba.gov.tr and http://
tuba-ked.tuba.gov.tr for online access. 

To purchase TÜBA-AR, TÜBA-KED and other Academy publications 
please visit: https://satis.tuba.gov.tr

Cooperation Agreement Signed Between TÜBA and SNAS 
The bilateral cooperation agreement 
and application protocol between 
TÜBA and the Sudanese National 
Academy of Sciences-SNAS were 
signed on March 2, 2016.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat 
Acar stated the following on the 
subject; “The agreement we have 
made with the Sudanese National 
Academy of Sciences, one of Africa’s 
select Academies, has brought the 
number of academies we have bilateral 
agreements with to 31. We believe that 
the agreement will contribute to the 

development of our scientific relations 
with Sudan, a country we already have 
some common values with.”

The agreement and application 
protocol, signed by the Academy 
President Prof. Acar and the SNAS 
President Prof. Mohamed H.A. 
Hassan, sets forth cooperation to 
be established between the two 
academies by organizing bilateral 
scientific meetings, symposiums, 
conferences, and workshops as well 
as exchanging scientists, publications 
and information. 

Konya Science Center Kocaeli Science Center

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and SNAS President 
Prof. Mohamed H. A. Hassan 
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An Important Step Regarding First Human Migration 
Routes and Disease Related Genes 

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Nimet Özgüç Passed 
Away

The first results of an international project on the genomic landscape 
of the Mediterranean Basin and the Middle East, which also included 
Turkish scientists and universities, were published in the September 
2016 issue of the journal, Nature Genetics.

The project, which grew out of publications by an international team 
that met in Ankara in 2009 and 2010 and was led by Prof. Dr. Tayfun 
Özçelik, member of TÜBA’s (Turkish Academy of Sciences) Academy 
Council and a faculty member at Bilkent University, was carried out 
over five years with a project budget of tens of millions of dollars, with 
the participation of 180 researchers from Turkey, Egypt, Israel, Syria, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Iran, 
Pakistan, Morocco, Algeria, Libya and Tunisia, and tens of universities 
including Rockefeller, Harvard, MIT, California, Cornell, INSERM, 
Alfaisal and Istanbul. The project’s findings were presented to the 
global scientific community in a lead article by Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik 
and Dr. Onur Emre Onat.

As part of the project, initially, a DNA bank was created with the 
support of the Greater Middle East Variome Consortium, which 
includes 30 scientists from Turkey. Following this, genomes of 1,111 
volunteers were examined using next generation sequencing.

Humans started migrating to other parts of the world from Africa 
about 100,000 year ago. Small groups first reached the Arabian 
Peninsula and Mesopotamia, and then the continents of Asia, 
Australia, Europe and America. Details of these journeys have been 
tracked for many years by examining fossils and Stone Age artifacts, 
and through comparative linguistics. The science of genetics has 
become one the most important components of archeological studies, 
following groundbreaking conceptual developments on biological roots 
of inheritance, from the 19th century onwards and particularly with the 

development of recombinant DNA technology in the second half of the 
20th century. From these developments, a hybrid scientific discipline 
called archaeogenetics has emerged.

The world of science had been waiting impatiently for a map of the 
genomic landscape of the Mediterranean basin and the Middle East, 
from where the first civilizations in human history emerged and 
about 10 percent of the world’s population currently lives. The first 
results, shared with the world scientific community in the September 
2016 issue of the journal Nature Genetics, convey two important 
observations. First, the high rates of consanguinity observed in these 
societies speed up the process of discovering disease related genes 
by a factor of 4 to 7. Secondly, mapping the genomic landscape of 
this large geographical region sheds light on identifying the migration 
routes to Asia and Europe.

TÜBA Honour Member Prof. Dr. Nimet Özgüç passed away on 23 December 2015.

Main research field of Prof. Dr. Özgüç was the “Asia Minor Archeology”, particularly 
“Anatolia”. He was a full member of German Archaeology Institute, American 
Archaeology Institute Foreigner Honorary Member, Turkish Historical Society 
Honorary Member and honorary member to several international academic and 
professional organisations.

TÜBA Council Member Prof. H. Tayfun Özçelik
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Symposium on “Licensing Traditional Medicine and 
Complementary Products” Held by TÜBA

Within the framework of science-based guidance and counseling 
function of TÜBA, “Symposium on Licensing of Traditional Medicine 
and Complementary Products” jointly organized by TÜBA Cancer 
Working Group and TÜBA Food and Nutrition Working Group was held 
on 9 December 2016 at Meyra Palace Hotel Ankara.

200 participants and speakers from the Ministry of Health, the 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, Radio and Television 
Supreme Council (RTÜK), Higher Education Council (YÖK), authorities 
of pharmaceutical and production associations and communities and 
state and foundation universities attended the symposium.

In the symposium, many topics on “Practices and Licensing 
Legislation in Turkey and in the World Related to Traditional and 
Complementary Drugs or Products”, “Current Use and Consequences 
of Traditional and Complementary Medical Practices”, “Current 
Situation of Herbal Products Used for Medical Purposes in Turkey”, 
“The role of the press and the media” put on the table. Also, the 
answer to the question of “Do Authorization of Traditional or 
Complementary Drugs or Products belong to Ministry of Agriculture 
or Ministry of Health?” was sought.

The opening of the symposium was made by Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology Prof. Ersan Aslan, TÜBA 

President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA Cancer Working Group 
Leader and TÜBA Council Member Prof. Taner Demirer, TÜBA Food 
and Nutrition Working Group Leader and Principal Member Dr. Kazim 
Sahin and Deputy Undersecretary of Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Livestock Dr. Nihat Pakdil.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar with Prof. Taner Demirer and 
Prof. Kazım Şahin, focused on the outcomes of the press conference.

The use of alternative medicine products in the treatment of cancer 
and various diseases continues to remain on the agenda as the most 
controversial topic in scientific circles and media all over the world. 
The increasing interest in alternative and complementary medicine 
products in this sense means that it will continue to occupy the world 
agenda in the next century as it is in this century.

In this direction, the TÜBA Cancer and Food and Nutrition Working 
Groups will evaluate all the details together with all the experts on the 
subject. In addition to presentations, presentations and discussions 
in the Symposium where interactive debates and contributions take 
place will be turned into reports and shared with the public. The report 
will be sent to all universities, hospitals, the Ministry of Health, the 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock and all relevant state 
institutions and organizations.
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TÜBA Ex-President Prof. Yücel Kanpolat Passed Away 
Prof. Yücel Kanpolat, TÜBA ex-president 
and the retired faculty member at Ankara 

University’s Department of Neurosurgery, has 
passed away on September 17, 2016.

The International Workshop Organized by TÜBA-GEBİP 
Award Recipients
The international workshop entitled “Muslims, Anti-Muslims and 
Anti-Immigration Attitudes and the EU” organized by 2014 TÜBA 
GEBİP Award Recipients Political Science and International Relations 
Department Teaching Staff Member Assoc. Prof. Çiğdem Kentmen-
Çin and TOBB University Teaching Staff Member Assoc. Prof. Cengiz 
Erişen was held on March 11, 2016 at the Izmir Economy University.

At the Workshop organized in the scope of support for meetings 
concerning international and national scientific work to be 
coordinated by researchers who had not yet completed their grant 
period under the GEBİP Award; issues in this sensitive period like the 
life-threatening risks taken by Syrian refugees to pass EU borders, 
the Charlie Hebdo shooting and the attack in Paris in November 2016, 
and anti-Muslim movements like the Patriotic Europeans Against the 
Islamization of the West (PEGIDA) were discussed.

Assoc. Prof. Kentmen-Çin and Assoc. Prof. Erişen were accompanied 
by leading academics who write on the EU public opinion and voter 
behavior like Amsterdam University’s Rachid Azrout, Radboud 

University’s Marcel Lubbers, Zürih University’s Marco Steenbergen 
and Vrije University’s André Krouwel. Undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as some non-governmental organizations showed 
great interest in the workshop held in Izmir.

The MEDBLACKS2014 Workshop Special Edition has 
been Published
The 17 studies presented in the international 
workshop titled “Implications for Late 
Quaternary Sea Level Changes on the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea Coasts - 
MEDBLACKS2014”, sponsored by TÜBA within 
the TÜBA-GEBİP program in the scope of the 
“2013-2014 Year of Turkish-German Science” 
and for which the organization committee 
chairman was TÜBA-GEBİP Member Prof. 
Ahmet Evren Erginal and opening speech 
was presented by TÜBA Chairman Prof. 
Ahmet Cevat Acar, have been published in the 
401st edition of the Quaternary International 
(Elsevier) journal.

The selected works of the workshop, which was organized through 
the cooperation of Işık University and Ardahan University and held at 
the Işık University on August 31-September 6, 2014; were published 

in the 401st edition of the Quaternary International (Elsevier) journal, 
one of a limited number of journals in the world on earth, environment 
and atmosphere sciences, guest edited by Prof. Ahmet Evren Erginal 
and Prof. Nafiye Güneç Kıyak. 
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Turkish – Arab Higher Education Conference Took Place

The “ Second Turkish – Arab Higher Education Conference” organized 
through cooperation between the Istanbul Medeniyet University and 
the Arab Association of Universities took place on April 27-30, 2016 at 
the Green Park Hotel in Istanbul.

At the opening of the conference in which President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan spoke to participants at the gala dinner on April 28th, 
Deputy Prime Minister Prof. Numan Kurtulmuş, the Council of Higher 
Education (YÖK) representative Prof. Rahmi Er, TÜBA President Prof. 
Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBİTAK President Prof. Ahmet Arif Ergin, Istanbul 
Medeniyet University Rector Prof. İhsan Karaman, Arab Association of 
Universities President Prof. Sultan T. Arabi and Prof. Orhan Alimoğlu 
each presented a speech. The Conference, in which there were 190 
higher education institutions from 19 countries and which was 
sponsored by TÜBA, congregated the administrators and scientists of 
Turkish and Arab Universities for the second time. After the opening 
of the conference, the Former President of Jordan and Islamic World 
Science Academy Member Dr. Adnan Badran and Head Advisor to the 
T.R. President Prof. Davut Kavranoğlu each gave a presentation.

In the speech made by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan he said that the 
three major problems of the Islamic world presently were “sectarianism, 
racism, and terrorism” and that with its brilliant past in science the Islamic 
world could overcome these problems with confidence and cooperation; 
with peace scientific and overall development could be achieved.

In the opening speech made by Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar at the 
conference, in which 23 papers were presented and 52 speakers and 
550 participants were in attendance, he said “Cooperation between 
countries and institutions in the fields of science and technology is vital 
in terms of national and regional development and peace, however, 
the relations and cooperation between Turkey and Arab countries and 
institutions are not at the desired level yet.” Acar, who pointed out 
that TÜBA is a member in 12 inter-academy organizations and has 
bilateral agreements with over 30 country academies, said that of 
the Arab Association members TÜBA only has an agreement with the 
Sudan National Academy of Sciences and that their organization was 
open and willing to develop cooperation with other Academies in the 
Arab world.

Pointing out that cooperation in science and higher education needs 
to be handled with a strategic approach and in this framework the 
opportunities and threats along with our weak and strong aspects 
need to be taken into account, Acar said that we are not succeeding in 
practicing our values of a common belief that recommends brotherhood, 
intellect and science, that in addition to internal conflicts in the Islamic 
world that the separation of religion-science or “religious and non-
religious science”, “science autonomy” and “building confidence” were 
significant problems and weaknesses; that with a strategic approach, 
the intelligent use of a wealth of human and financial resources, 
cooperation and an approach that focuses on quality these issues 
could be overcome and in accomplishing these significant duties must 
be undertaken by scientists and institutions.  

The Conference organized with the mission to create a sustainable 
dialogue process, increase mutual understanding, exchange 
information and cooperation between the universities of Turkey and 
the Arab world was chaired by Istanbul Medeniyet University Rector 
Prof. M. İhsan Karaman and the Association of Arab Universities 
General Secretary Prof. Sultan T. Abu Orabi.

Istanbul Medeniyet University Teaching Staff Member Prof. Orhan 
Alimoğlu conducted the event under the four main headings of 
“Research Cooperation, Student Mobility, Common Diploma and 
Remote Education”, after which many bilateral meetings resulted in 
the signing of agreements.

“TÜBA- Rational Use of Antibiotics and Antibiotic 
Resistance Symposium on Human and Animal Health” 

The “TÜBA - Rational Use of Antibiotics and Antibiotic Resistance 
Symposium on Human and Animal Health” Symposium, arranged by 
TÜBA within the scope of guidance based on science and function 
of consultancy was held in Green Park Hotel Ankara on June 3, 2016 

with the organization of the Academy Food and 
Nutrition Working group.

At the press conference made after the 
symposium where over one hundred participants 
took part Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar stated that 
there was a distinguished committee attended 
the symposium, which is a group of delegates 
from; science, medicine, pharmacy, agriculture 
departments and from the Ministry of food, 
agriculture and livestock and The Ministry of 

Industry Science and technology. He continued: “Current problems 
related to over and insensible use of antibiotics, especially problems 
about Antibiotic Resistance are discussed all day long; opinions and 
determinations are revealed. All this information will be reported to 
the public opinion and public administration by Academy.”

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar
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3rd and 4th Applied Science Courses by TÜBA Held 
The 3rd and the 4th Applied Science Training 
Courses, offered by TÜBA within the framework 
of a protocol signed with the Ministry of National 
Education (MEB) for basic sciences teachers, were 
held in Akdeniz University and Muğla Sıtkı Koçman 
University, respectively.

The first of these courses was held in April 2015 
in Gazi University, and the second in September 

2015 in Erzurum Atatürk University. A total of 
125 teachers selected by MEB from 12 different 
provinces participated in the third course held 
this year. As part of the training program, which 
lasted five days, 46 specialist academics, among 
them members of TÜBA Science Education 
Working Group, TÜBA members, and winners of 
Outstanding Young Scientist Awards (GEBİP), 
provided applied training in basic sciences.

In Muğla, on the other hand, 45 academicians 
provided theoretical and applied training to 
130 physics, chemistry, biology, math, science 
and Turkish language teachers from 7 different 
provinces. Following the examination at the end of 
the course, teachers received certificates issued by 
TÜBA and MEB.

The TÜBA Stem Cell Research and Bioethics Symposium 
Report has been Published
The Report on the Stem Cell Research and 
Bioethics Symposium Report organized by 
TÜBA in Ankara has been published.
 
In the statement made by the Director of the 
TÜBA-Stem Cell Study Group, Prof. Murat 
Elçin, on the importance of the Symposium 
and publication of its report he said; “The 
scientific developments in medicine, 
biology, and the environment are making 
communities encounter a new situation they 
are not accustomed to. Bioethics describes 
the field in which life sciences ethics intersect, 
and it scrutinizes the comprehensive ethical 
issues caused by scientific and technological 
developments. The field of stem cells is 
a good example of new and unfamiliar 
situations we encounter as an individual and 
as a community; this is why it has been an 
intense subject of discussion for the past 
twenty years. In recent years it has been 
observed that news about stem cells and 
regenerative medicine is handled mostly 
speculatively by the written and visual media 
and whereas the community shows great 
interest in this subject. What is worse is that 
incorrect/misleading explanations and wrong 
applications can be encountered in the field of 
stem cells and regenerative medicine, which 

should be guided by science, expertise, and 
high standards. This is why the TÜBA-Stem 
Cell Study Group decided to organize the 
Stem Cell Research and Bioethics Symposium 
and, in consideration of its multi-disciplined 
approach, put this subject under a magnifying 
lens with the discussion of experts on the 
subject.”

“This is the first time such a report has 
been prepared on stem cell research and 
bioethics”
Prof. Elçin added; “This report has the feature 
of being the first such report in this format 
with this content on stem cell research and 
bioethics in our country. Our newly published 
report will be sent to all universities, 
hospitals, relevant Ministry of Health units 
and all public and private organizations 
concerned with this subject. We expect 
that this report will provide benefit and 
contributions to the scientific world and all 
relevant organizations and institutions in our 
country. Since the report has been prepared 
with a very disciplined and comprehensive 
approach, it will become a resource that can 
be consulted by the press and media as well 
as all concerned stakeholders and our public.”

The report on the Symposium organized by 
the TÜBA-Stem Cell Study Group, directed by 
Prof. Bülent Zülfikar and Prof. Y. Murat Elçin 
and comprised of Prof. Alp Can, Prof. Mustafa 
Çetin, Prof. Taner Demirer, Prof. Emin Kansu, 
Prof. Ercüment Ovalı, Prof. Gülsan Türköz 
Sucak, Prof. Fikrettin Şahin and Assoc. Prof. 
Musa Karakükçü was also edited by the group 
director Prof. Elçin.

The published report can be accessed via the 
TÜBA website.
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The International Turkish Academy Introduction and 
Award Ceremony Takes Place 

In the Introduction and Award Ceremony organized in the International 
Turkish Academy’s Turkish Language Association Conference Hall, 
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Halil İnalcık, Former Minister and 
Turkish Strategic Research Centre President Hasan Celal Güzel and 
the Turcologist Prof. Zeynep Korkmaz were granted a golden medal 
thanks to their scientific contributions to the Turkish World. 

The ceremony was organized with the support of TÜBA, Ahmet 
Yesevi University, and the Turkish Language Association. It welcomed 
the Former Minister of National Defense, Vecdi Gönül, the Former 

Minister of Culture and Tourism, Yalçın Topçu, Istanbul MP Ekrem 
Erdem, Sakarya MP Prof. Mustafa İsen, the Advisor for the Minister 
of National Education Yusuf Tekin, the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan in Ankara, Canseyit Tüymebayev, TÜBA President Prof. 
Ahmet Cevat Acar, Hoca Ahmet Yesevi University Board of Trustees 
Chairman Prof. Musa Yıldız, Kirghizstan-Turkey Manas University 
Rector Prof. Sebahattin Balcı, International Turkish Academy President 
Prof. Darhan Kıdırali, the Turkish Language Association President 
Prof. Mustafa Kaçalin, Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
President Dr. Serdar Çam and several other participants. 

Hasan Celal GüzelProf. Zeynep Korkmaz

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat AcarITA President Prof. Darhan Kıdırali
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TÜBA Vice President A. Nuri Yur-
dusev elected to the ISSC-ICSU 
Transition Task Force

TÜBA Vice President A. Nuri Yurdusev 
elected to the Transition Task Force 
(TTF) in charge of the important task 
of developing the proposed structure of 
the future organization resulting from a 
possible merger of the International Council 
for Science (ICSU) and the International 
Social Science Council (ISSC). Following an 
“in-principle” decision by ICSU and ISSC 
members to pursue a merger between 
the two organizations on 24 October 
2016, the TTF was mandated by the joint 
meeting of both organizations to develop 
detailed plans towards this end, including 
with regards to statutes, finances and 
operations. The TTF comprises 15 members, 
including the Presidents of ISSC and ICSU, 
namely Alberto Martinelli (ISSC), and 
Gordon McBean (ICSU); and two additional 
members of the Executive bodies of each 
organization, namely: David Black (ICSU 
Secretary General), Saths Cooper (ISSC Vice-
President), Jinghai Li (ICSU Vice-President), 
and Renee van Kessel (ISSC Executive 
Committee member). Khotso Mokhele, a 
former ICSU Vice-President for Scientific 
Planning and Review, and former member 
of the ISSC Committee for Developing and 
Transition Economies, will act as Facilitator 

of the group.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. 
Aziz Sancar was Elected as Mem-
ber of NAM

TÜBA Honorary Member and 2015 Nobel 
Laureate Prof. Dr. Aziz Sancar was elected 
as member of American NAM.

The National Academy of Medicine (NAM), 
established in 1970 under the name Institute 
of Medicine (IOM), is an independent 
organization of professionals study 
especially on health and medicine. NAM 
serves alongside the National Academy 
of Sciences and the National Academy of 
Engineering as an adviser to the nation and 
the international community.

TÜBA Honorary Member Professor Aziz 
Sancar took place among the new members 
of NAM, announced the election of 70 regular 
members and 9 international members 
during its annual meeting.  Election to the 
Academy is considered one of the highest 
honors in the fields of health and medicine 
and only scientists who have demonstrated 

outstanding professional achievement are 
elected. With their election, members make 
a commitment to volunteer their service in 
the Academies’ activities. New members are 
elected by current active members through a 
selective process that recognizes individuals 
who have made major contributions to 
the advancement of the medical sciences, 
health care, and public health. The newly 
elected members raise NAM’s total active 
membership to 1.947 and the number of 
international members to 146.

As known, Professor Aziz Sancar, has 
been TÜBA member since 2006, also won 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2015 for his 
studies on DNA repair. 

“Service to Science Award” to 
the TÜBA Council Member Prof. 
Reşat Apak 

TÜBA Council Member Prof. Reşat Apak has 
been presented with the “Service to Science 
Award at the “Science and Art Awards” 
ceremony, organized at the University of 
Istanbul Congress and Culture Center by the 
Scientific Research Coordination Unit of the 
University of Istanbul. 

Prof. Hasan Mandal, TÜBA Prin-
cipal Member, Elected to Aca-
demia Europaea

Prof. Hasan Manda, a TÜBA principal mem-
ber and the member of the Executive Board 
of the Council of Higher Education (YÖK), 
was elected to Academia Europaea.

In a meeting on June 26, 2016, Academia 
Europaea elected new members in the 
fields of social and related sciences, exact 
sciences, and life sciences. Following a rig-
orous evaluation process, a number of em-
inent international scholars from across the 
continent of Europe were invited to accept 
membership.

Prof. Hasan Mandal, who works on 
“structure-property relations” in ceramic 
materials (particularly in Si3N4 based 
ceramics) and adopts an approach that is 
based on transforming knowledge into 
value rather than generating knowledge 
for its own sake, will receive his Academia 
Europaea membership certificate in the 
annual meeting to be held in Budapest on 
September 4-6, 2017. 

Prof.  Ömer Küçük, TÜBA Principal 
Member, Awarded “Cancer 
Researcher of the Year” 

Prof. Ömer Küçük, a TÜBA principal member 
and faculty member at Emory University, was 
awarded Cancer Researcher of the Year by 
Gateway for Cancer Research.

The award will be presented to Prof. Küçük 
in a ceremony to be held in New York on 
September 8, 2016. Prof. Küçük, who focused 
on genistein and proteins in soybeans in his 
recent work, said he was happy to receive 
the award and added, “I first learned about 
the award in the first week of August and I 
was really glad.  Our work on zinc will now 
lead to further studies with this award.”

Gateway Foundation, which funds cancer 
research and has previously supported 
Prof. Küçük in his work showing that zinc 
limits infections in patients receiving 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, each year 
awards one researcher the Researcher of the 
Year.

After preliminary evaluation, a shortlist of 
candidates is published on the web page of 
Gateway for Research for polling. Following 
the polling, Gateway Board of Scientific 
Counselors and Board of Directors name the 
researcher of the year.

The Members of the TÜBA 
Received the “5th Service to 
the Turkish Culture Gratitude 
Award”

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Ahmet Yaşar 
Ocak, Principal Member Prof. Ali Akyıldız and 
the Turkish Academy of Sciences Internation-
al Academy Award Winner Mehmet Genç 
were granted the ‘5th Service to the Turkish 
Culture Gratitude Award’ by the Foundation 
of Service to the Turkish Culture.

The ceremony was held in Cemal Resit Bey 
Concert Hall in Istanbul on 5 January 2016. 
The Selection Committee determined by the 
Foundation of Service to the Turkish Culture 
board granted the fifth Service to Turkish 
Culture Gratitude Award. The 11th President, 
Abdullah Gül presented the awards to Alev 
Ebbüziya, Prof. Ali Akyıldız, Mehmet Genç, 
Prof. Selçuk Mülayim and to Prof. Fahamed-
din Başar on behalf of Prof. Ahmet Yaşar 
Ocak who was unable to make it to the cer-
emony. 
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TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Kazım 
Şahin Has Received Two Patents 
from “USA Patent Institute”

TÜBA Principal Member, TÜBA Food and Nutri-
tion Working Group Leader and Firat University 
Faculty Member Prof. Kazım Şahin has received 
two patents from the United States of America 
(USA) Patent Institute for his work periodontitis 
and retinal eye damage.

Second Prize to the TÜBA 
Associate Member Prof. K. 
Arzum Erdem Gürsan 

At the 4th International Food Research & Devel-
opment Project Market taking place at the Izmir 
Swissotel Grand Efes with the sponsorship by 
the Turkish Exporters’ Assembly and the Min-
istry of Economy, organized by the Aegean Ex-
porters’ Associations; the TÜBA Associate mem-
ber Prof. Kadriye Arzum Erdem Gürsan won the 
second prize under the “researcher” category 
with the project entitled “Environment Friendly 
Electrochemical Sensors Based on Herbal Silver 

Nanoparticles.” 

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Kazım 
Şahin was selected again as “Science 
Diplomat” to ECPVS

TÜBA Principal Member, TÜBA Food and Nutri-
tion Working Group Leader and Fırat University 
Veterinary Faculty Department of Animal Sci-
ence and Animal Nutrition Faculty Prof. Kazim 
Sahin was again selected as “Science Diplomat” 
by the European College of Poultry Veterinary 
Science (ECPVS).

As a result of the ECPVS Committee’s evaluation, 
Prof. Sahin has been re-elected as “ECPVS Dip-
lomat” by ECPVS until 23 September 2021 who 
has been working as a diplomat since 2011.

TÜBA-GEBİP Award Recipients 
were Presented with the ‘2015 
FABED Eser Tümen Awards’ 

2015 TÜBA-GEBİP Award recipients Assoc. 
Prof. Engin Durgun, Assoc. Prof. Didem 
Okutman Taş, Asst. Prof. Recep Zan and 
2014 Award recipients Assoc. Prof. Mustafa 
Şahmaran and Assoc. Prof. Önder Metin 
were granted 2015 Fevzi Akkaya Scientific 
Activities Support Fund (FABED) Eser Tümen 
Outstanding Achievement Award and 2014 
TÜBA -GEBİP Award holder Assoc. Prof. Ali 

Kemal Okyay was granted 2015 ‘FABED Eser 
Tümen Research Award’.

‘FABED Eser Tümen Outstanding 
Achievement Awards’ were presented to 
their owners in December 2015; with respect 
to natural sciences, Bilkent University 
Academic Members Asst. Prof. Engin 
Durgun was awarded in Physics, Asst. Prof. 
Urartu Şafak Şeker and Niğde University 
Academic Member Asst Prof. Zeynep Zan 
were awarded in Biology, Atatürk University 
Academic Member Assoc. Prof. Önder 
Metin was awarded in Chemistry, Istanbul 
Technical University Academic Member 
Assoc. Prof. Didem Okutman Taş was 
awarded in Environmental sciences and 
Gazi University Academic Member Assoc. 
Prof. Mustafa Şahmaran was awarded in 
Construction sciences. Bilkent University 
Academic Member Assoc. Prof. Ali Kemal 
Okyay was granted the ‘2015 FABED Eser 
Tümen Research Award’ to realize the 
scientific study he has submitted in natural 
sciences field, physics discipline. 

TÜBA-GEBİP Members Receive the 
“Elginkan Foundation Award” 

Assoc. Prof. Arda Deniz Yalçınkaya who 
won the TÜBA-GEBİP Award in 2013, Assoc. 
Prof. Ali Koşar who won the same award in 
2010 and Assoc. Prof. Devrim Gözüaçık who 
won the award in 2008, were granted the 
‘Elginkan Foundation 2015 Year Technology 
Award’ in the technology area.

The research team including the Boğaziçi 
University Academic Member Assoc. Prof. 
Arda Deniz Yalçınkaya with his project 
‘Microwave-Based Biosensor Developed 
Using Cut-Ring Resonator and Cancer 
Diagnosis Technology”, Prof. Günhan 
Dündar and Assoc. Prof. Hamdi Torun was 
granted the ‘Elginkan Foundation 2015 
Year Technology Award’. The research team 
including the Sabancı University Academic 
Member Assoc. Prof. Devrim Gözüaçık with 
his project ‘The Water Gun’ and Assoc. Prof. 
Ali Koşar, Prof. Sinan Ekici, Prof. Mustafa Ünel, 
Prof. Asif Sabanovic, Asst. Prof. Hüseyin Üvet, 
Dr. Özlem Oral and Dr. Cenk Kığ won the 
award granted in the technology area. 

“Nanoscale Friction” Study by 
TÜBA GEBİP Members 

A team of researchers led by TÜBA GEBİP 
member Assoc. Prof. Mehmet Z. Baykara, 
which also included Asst. Prof. Engin Durgun, 
another TÜBA GEBİP member, published an 

article on “Nanoscale Friction” in the journal 
Nature Communications.

The team of Bilkent researchers led by Asst. 
Prof. Mehmet Z. Baykara, a recipient of TÜBA’s 
2013 GEBİP Awards and faculty member in 
Bilkent University’s Department of Mechan-
ical Engineering and National Nanotechnol-
ogy Research Center (UNAM), made an im-
portant contribution to the understanding 
of laws of friction at the nanoscale. The study 
was published in Nature Communications, 
one of the leading multi-disciplinary science 
journals.

TÜBA-GEBİP Members Receive 
the ‘METU Prof. Mustafa N. Parlar 
Training and Research Foundation 
Award’ 

The 2015 Year TÜBA-GEBİP Award winners 
Assoc. Prof. Uğur Bozkaya and Assoc. Prof. Ali 
Rıza Yıldız, Asst. Prof. Engin Durgun and 2012 
Year Award winner Assoc. Prof. Seda Keskin 
Avcı were granted the METU Prof. Mustafa N. 
Parlar Training and Research Foundation Re-
search Encouragement Award’.

The Research Encouragement Award intend-
ed for junior researchers below the age of 40 
at the first day of the year the Award is given, 
who have contributed to the development 
of one of the sciences with their researches 
or who have helped the resolution of coun-
try’s problems in these fields, was granted to 
Hacettepe University Faculty Member Assoc. 
Prof. Uğur Bozkaya, Bursa Technical Universi-
ty Faculty Member Assoc. Dr. Ali Rıza Yıldız, 
Bilkent University Faculty Member, Asst. Prof. 
Engin Durgun and Koç University Faculty 
Member, Assoc. Prof. Seda Keskin Avcı.

The award ceremony was organized in METU 
Culture and Congress Centre on 21 December. 
Together with the Research Encouragement 
Award, Science, Technology Encouragement, 
METU Lecturer of the 2014-2015 Academic 
Year and METU Thesis of the 2014-2015 Aca-

demic Year Awards also met their owners. 

TÜBA-GEBİP Award Winner Prof. 
Özgür Barış Akan Received the 
‘Sedat Simavi Award’ 

2008 TÜBA-GEBİP Award Holder Prof. Özgür 
Barış Akan was granted the 2015 Sedat Sima-
vi Award in the category of sciences.
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The Selection Committee found Koç Univer-
sity Electrics-Electronics Engineering Aca-
demic Member Prof. Özgür Barış Akan to be 
“deserving praise” in the category of natural 
sciences with its work “Physical Model and 
Analysis of Förster Resonance Energy Trans-
fer (FRET) Based Nano-Molecular Commu-
nication Channel”. Prof. Akan was unable to 
attend the ceremony, Murat Kuşçu received 
the prize on behalf of him from the hands 
of the Vice General Secretary of the Turkish 
Journalists’ Association, Niyazi Dalyancı.

Assoc. Prof. Murat Somer was awarded the 
Social Sciences Award for his work “Return 
to the Beginning: The Three Dilemmas of the 
Turkish and Kurdish Question from the Na-
tion-State to the State-Nation”.

Assoc. Prof. Zübeyir Çınkır won the Natural 
Sciences Award with the piece “Measuring 
the Polarized Metric Graph Invariants Using 
Split Laplace Matrix”.

Young Scientist awards to
TÜBA-GEBİP Members 

Winners of the TÜBA-GEBİP award of the year 
2015; Assoc. Prof. Engin Durgun, Assoc. Prof. 
Emre Onur Kahya, Assoc. Prof. Sinem Çöleri 
Ergen, Assoc. Prof. Hakan Usta, Assoc. Prof. 
Filiz Kuralay, prize winner of the year 2014 
Assoc. Prof. Özgür Şahin, winner of the year 
2013 Assoc. Prof. Vehbi Çağrı Güngör, and 
the TÜBA-GEBİP prize winner of the year 
2013 Assoc. Prof. Mustafa Şahmaran received 
the Young Scientist Award at the ceremony 

organized by the Science Heroes Society.

TÜBA-GEBİP Prize Winner Assoc. 
Prof. Mustafa Özgür Güler is 
Elected to Be a Member of the 
Royal Society of Chemistry 

2011 TÜBA-GEBİP prize winner Assoc. Prof. 
Mustafa Özgür Güler was elected to be the 
2016 Royal Society of Chemistry member.

Assoc. Prof. Güler mentioned that it is an 
honor to be able to represent Turkey in the 
international field. He said, “It is highly im-
portant for members to be inducted into 
the Royal Society of Chemistry, who conduct 
studies with high impact in chemistry and 
who is expected to make significant contri-
butions to the progress of chemical field, as it 
is an institution gathering eminent scientists 
focused on chemistry.”

The Groundbreaking Findings at 
the Prevention of Arteriosclerosis  

The groundbreaking findings were found 
about the arteriosclerosis at Bilkent Universi-
ty Department of Molecular Biology and Ge-
netics Instructor Dr. Ebru Erbay’s, TÜBA-GEB-
İP Awards Winner, lab.

It is well known that an important source of 
food that can destroy health is fat. But does 
this apply to all fat? Could some fat be good 
for your health? Especially the fat made in 
our bodies. The important answers to this 
important question have begun to be given 
in a groundbreaking manner the researches 
carried out at Dr. Ebru Erbay’s, TÜBA-GEBİP 
Awards Winner, lab. This research, which cre-
ated great excitement in the scientific world, 
was supported by Marie Curie, one of the 
most prestigious science programs of the 
European Union. The results of the project 
were also published in Science Translational 
Medicine Journal, which has the highest im-
pact factor in science. 

“METU Prof. Mustafa N. Parlar 
Education and Research 
Foundation Awards” to TÜBA-
GEBİP Members

TÜBA-GEBİP 2013 winner Prof. Şule Erten Ela, 
2014 winner Asst. Prof. Özgür Şahin, 2015 
winners Prof. Bahar Güntekin, Assoc. Prof. Se-
lim Aksoy, Asst. Prof. Fabienne Dumolin are 
considered worthy for METU Prof. Mustafa N. 
Parlar Education and Research Foundation 
Awards.

Prof. Şule Erten Ela from Ege University the 
Solar Energy Institute, Asst. Prof. Özgür Şa-
hin from Bilkent University Department of 
Molecular Biology and Genetics, Prof. Bahar 
Güntekin from Istanbul Medipol University 
Department of Biophysics, Assoc. Prof. Selim 
Aksoy from Bilkent University Department 
of Computer Engineering and Asst. Prof. 
Fabienne Dumolin from Gebze Technical 
University Department of Chemistry won 
the Research Incentive Award, that is given 
to a young researcher who has contributed 
to the development of one of the scientific 
fields through his/her researches and helps 
solve the country’s problems in this field and 
has not completed the age of 40.


